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Prop. 103 Author, Nader Disciple

Rosenfield: Hero to Some,
Troublemaker to Others

By FREDERICK M. MUIR, Times Staff Writer

As the pudgy-faced young man
came down the aisle at a recent
state Senate hearing, a beaming
Sen. Alan Robbins likened him to
the late tax-crusader Howard Jar-
vis and called him a “folk hero.”

Such high praise was lost on the
crowd of insurance executives
grimly braced for the criticism they
knew this 36-year-old consumer
activist would heap upon them.

Then, with tie pulled down, col-
lar open and shirt sleeves rolled up,
Harvey Rosenfield—author of
Proposition 103 and founder of the
Voter Revolt—took the witness
chair and launched into one of his
well-rehearsed tirades on the “out -
law” insurance industry.

“The Wild West of pre-Proposi-
tion 103 days is gone for good,” he
said. “A new sheriff has arrived:

Proposition 103.”

If the initiative voters approved
Nov. 8 as a way to curb soaring
insurance rates is the new sheriff,
then Harvey Rosenfield is the top
deputy.

True, the polls showed that
without the backing of his mentor,
Ralph Nader, Proposition 103
would probably have lost. But
without Harvey Rosenfield, there
would have been no initiative and
no California campaign organiza-
tion to push it. He is the one
activists in other states are calling
for advice on how to launch 103-
style ballot initiatives of their own.

After 10 years of laboring in
relative obscurity as a consumer
activist in California and Washing-
ton, D.C., Rosenfield has suddenly
Please see ROSENFIELD, Page 26
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